ſeveral eM embers theregf. 


FRIENDS, 
N the day of your laſt ſolemn Faſt and Humilia- 
tion , which was on the third day of this falls 
month 1659. I told you in the Name of God, who 
then moved meſo todo , that you..cannot poljbly 
proſper in your Councels, nor be accepted in your facrifices, 
if before him you be found guilty of forſwearing your ſelves, 
Which whether you are ornoin that tedious Cafe of Tithes , 
I then alſo warned youto confider:I have ſince that ſeen ſuch 
necellity laid upon me from the Lord this once more to 
ariſeand contend on the Lords behalf, who hath a Contro- 
.. Verſie with you,O ye mountains,and yeſtrong foundations of 
the earth, that whatever ſhould befal me from you foro 
doing, yet wo is unto me from him if I do it nor : in order to 
the clearing of my Conſcience in which ſervice, and in obe- 
dieuce to him, whoſe Spirit hath preſt me toit, and alſo in 
bowels of true love to all your Souls, and tender compaſſion 
to this bleeding Nation, I have here prefented you with 
theſe few following Queries , which you areto read in the 
fear of the Lord, andin the light of God, that ſhines into all 
Souls, and ſearches the ſecrets of all your hearts, toanſwer 
to God: himſelf in your own Conſciences. 

1. Whether have you net ſaid, vowed, covenanted- and 
{worn, and cauſed this Nation to vow, covenant and {wear 
with hands lifted up to the moſt HighGod,to endeavor to the 
utmoſt of your, and their power the Extirpation of all Inno- 
vation in Religion , Fopilh infticution , ſuperſtition , &c. 
and to Reform according to the example of the belt Kefor- 
med Churches ? 

2 Whether Pariþ-Churches,Pariſk-Priefts, and the Pariſ:« 
' pay by that way of Tithes (which was the Ordinance of God 
under the Law , which together with the Prieſthood thereof 
1s now changed } be not Superftitions , Innovations and Inftity-- 
tions of the P:p?, impoſing the eftabli{hment rhereof by their 
civil Laws upon a > Prieſt-Ridden Princes, Powers and Par- 
liaments » in the dark dayes of his undue dominion over 
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them in this Eel Nation , and that ſo unqueſtionably, 
that none of you, but ſuch as are willingly ſo, can in thele 
tires of Trying of all things be ealily ignorant of it? 

3. Whether it beany leſsthen curled Covenant breaking,and 
palpable Perjury in your ſelves, or any that have fo vowed, Cc0- 
venanted and ſwornas aforelaid , not to endeavour the ex- 
eirpation aforeſaid , much more in ſtead of removing that 
Popifh yoke of Tithes to re-eſtablith the payment of it with Treble 
dammagpes ? 

4- Whether you may not beſaid foto re-eſtabliſh it, when- 
as notwithſtanding the onely way and means of recovery of 
Tithes, that ever ftood by Law in this Nation, which was that 
of the Spiritual Courts (there being an expels Statute yet ex- 
tant unrepealed, that it ſhall not be lawful for any man to 
be ſummoned before any Secular Fudge,or ſued in any Temps- 
ral Court yg1 that matter)is (de jure ) taken away already in the 
fall of the Biſhops Hrerarchy , and of the ſaid Sprritral Conrts, 
you nevertheleſs encourage the Jrdges, by your Ord:rs and 
Ordinances to try that Caſe of Tithes im their Temporal 
Courts, whodo accordingly ſo ſtritly reinforce the paymenit 
of Tithes,, that ſuch tender conſciences as becauſe of the Oaths 
andYores to God you have bonnd tnem m , 'and toavoid 
the guilt of Perjvry, dare not pay them, by ſuch H' gry Har 
 ,e2 pres and Greedy Gatherers as the Pariſh-preachers make uſe of, 
ov havenot onely Tretle, bur ſometimes Tenfol4 dammages forci- 

bly wreſted from them: which laid Fud»es, foralmuch as 
they are alſo {worn (as Fradges ) not to A& againſt any Sta- 
tuteLaw, whether in (o a&ting they are not doubly forlworn, 
*cis good for them timely toexamine ? 

5. Whether the Apoji/-s, who came after Tithes, who were to 
g0 intoall Nations, Miniſtring the Goſpel, did ever m+ke ſuch 
complaint for Tithes,as the Miniſters of the Nations now do 
to Magiſtrates? And whether was there not provilion enough 
for them, not by compullion, nor yet by T:thes, bur as love 
conſtrained, by which they then miniftred 6ne to another, 
thongh they were ſcattered up and down through many Nas» 
tions, whereas theſe Miniſters {ettle themlelves in Par:ſhes, for 
Term-0f=life? And whether is it not more according to the ex- 
amplc of the beſt Reformed Church-s , which arechole of the 
Primitive times, as wellas a more likely way to endthat end- 
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leſs ſtrife, which to 'the ſtark ſtinking ſhame of thier profeſ- 
fion,and to the wearying of the whole Nation the men called 
Miniſters are rogetherby the ears in with all manner of people, 
to leave all manner of people freely ro chuſe, and freely to main- 
tain the Mniſters of their own chulting, and all Mmzters free- 
ly to give gut what freely they have received, according to 
Chriits Command,to ſuch as he ſendsthem,rthen to force the 
Flocks of other folds to feed and cloath ſuch Hireling ſhepherds, 
as they neither hire, nor hear, nor were ever fed by, and 
againſt their own conlciences to help to uphold. ſuch Steal- 
Sernons,and Seli-Sermons as God neither ſent nor {poke to,and 
ſuch. Seers concerning whom they ſee the Sun is already ſer 
upon them ? 

6. Whether it be poſſibly to be expe&ed (unleſs God him- 
ſelf be ſo changed as to take pleaſure in iniquity) that God 
ſhould take pleaſure in this Nation, or that the Parliament, 
and people thereof ſhould-ever proſper truly into a Commor- 
VVealth, and not rather periſh at laſt by Come Common Wo, ru- 
ine and calamity, if it be found before him in the caſes a- 
foreſaid,under the guilt of thoſe groſs lins of covenant breaking 
and perjury ? 

7. Whether it be poſſible (unlefſe G24 be changed from 
what he was of old ) chat your many prayers ſhould cuter in- 
to the ears of the Lord of hoſts, that your faſtings and hu» 
miliations (which are but fained if you turn not co him that 
ſmites you wich all your hearts ſhould find acceptance with 
him, that your molt ſulcemn meetings ſhould meer with any 
thing but reje:on as 1i1g/ity and hypocriſie , and that he 
ſhould deliver you in.your callings upon him in this day of 
yourtrouble, if he find you guuly of fallhood,aind fortwear- 
ing yourlelves,if you perform nor cothe Lord your Oaths, & 
pay not your Vows unto the moſt high ? and whether were it 
not much berrer for you to hearken then haſtily to offer, or 
to obey then to lacrifice with your hands full of blood ? 

8. Whether it be a ſufficient plea before God in the caſes 
aforeſa.d for this Parliam*1t to ſay that the land cannot bear 
the taking away of Tithes,as if che perfc& removal of the Pop?s 
yoak from off cheir necks and the recurn of Tithes to the peo- 
ple, who are the righ.c Original owners thereof, and might at 
frſt keep them to themſelves,till doting Dofors deceived thern 


INC; 


"m4" 


into a beſtawing thereof, or might beſtoiv then) on the poor, 
or on-whom they pleaſed till P. Innocent the third impoſed the 
paymertþ of them to Pariſh prieſts, were inſufferable tg the 
SHnts, unſafe ro a Nation that perfe&ly proteſts againſt the 
Pope and all his ipoſitions 5 or as 1f any but the blind Popiſh/y 
affefted party that are your flattering foes, orany of that well 
affetted party who have been your conſtant friends, whom you 
have engaged to live and die with in ſogood a cauſe, would. 
kick,and fling,and be impatient under the burthen of their 
own freedoms ? 

9. Whether would not the breaking. of every ſuch =_ 
yoke from off their Conſciences encourage all the aforefaid 
well-affefied party , ſo as to knit them firmly royouz; And 
whether doth it not rather diſcourage and weaken 'their 
hearts and hands to youward upon any occaſion, when afli- 
ſtance from them is expe&ed , to ſee all their __ fruſtra- 
red, all yourVows, Oaths and Covenants diſregarded , your 
Promiſes falfified , and their Petitions and Propoſitions to you in 
the particular aforeſaid ſleighted , or at beſt anſwered with 
only thanks for their good affe&ions, and aſfurances that the 
things deſired are under Conſideration, when yet from time 
rotime that which by Oath and Covenant ſhould have been 
long fince Removed, by your new Orders and Ordinances for it 
Rands ſtill rather Re-eftabliſhed ? 


/neither full nor faſting, do deſerve that this Parliament 

d make fuch proviſion for them, as they do, and take 
ſo much care-as they have done for their Tithes , when as 
both now, and upon every occaſion, as well when things go 
well with them, as when worſe, they are ready toarile up 
Armes againſt you with any diſcontended , whether Kingly, 
Prieſtly or Popiſh party, to the eminent endangering of the 
whole Commox-wealth, the infinite expending and exhauſting 
of the Treaſure thereof , the Imbroiling of this Nation new 
War. till it welter in its own b[w9d4, and contrary 'to the 
Scripture , which wills all Miniters to be no Strikers, imbruing 
their own hands in the inocent blood thereof? 


| FR Whether the Pariſ» Prieſthood of this Nation , who are 
fhou| 


Given out on the 1oth day . 
of thegth month, 16 59. 


THE END. 
De eo 


Samnel Fiſher. 


